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Home Tour, By Committee
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Mesta Festa, By Committee
Newsletter Editor, Laura Jergensen
Parks, JB Schuelein
Social Events, Clara Bruce & 
                       Becky Edge
Social Media, Justin Brannon

Find Dates to Remember 
on page 4 of this issue!
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SILVER MESTAVERSARY: A REFLECTION ON 25 YEARS by Laura Jergensen  

My husband and I moved into Mesta Park on July 27, 2001.

It was a wild ride - the birth of our third child had us pretty cramped in our previous place. So though I really loved that
home, I had to acknowledge that we needed more space.

We ran our poor Realtor ragged, I’m afraid. We hoped for something in the Putnam City district, but nothing was quite
right. In a move of frustration, he sent us “everything in your price range in the greater Oklahoma City metro!” (This was
in the days before Zillow, etc; there was not an easy way to find homes on the market.) His list included homes in
Guthrie and in Yukon, but also in Mesta Park - and we fell in love.

To clarify, we fell in love with a house. I was nervous about the area, about the schools, about the HP restrictions. But
we figured we’d try it and just move again if we didn’t like it.

My first realization that we had lucked into something pretty amazing was that Halloween. In our previous neighborhood,
only 5 or 6 neighbors turned on their lights to hand out candy. Halloween night in Mesta Park was very different! Not only
did many houses have decorations and their lights on, folks were sitting out on their porches when the kids came by.
They admired the costumes and took pictures of all the fun. It was, indeed, so much fun! 

School was still a concern. Our oldest was less than a year away from Kindergarten, so in January 2002, I automatically
filed transfer requests. A friend said, “Why don’t you give the neighborhood school a chance?” My response included the
fact that OKCPS did not have a great reputation for reasons that my own student teaching a few years earlier had borne
out. But our polling place was inside Wilson Elementary, and my eyes were about to be opened yet again. For the
primary in March, I entered by the wrong door and had to walk through the building to get to my voting site. What I saw
astonished me: the halls were clean and bright, the students visible through classroom windows were smiling and
engaged, the atmosphere was uplifting. So I met with the principal and put all my questions to her. It turned out that
Wilson was an amazing Arts Integration school; neighborhood residents had begun pulling their kids out of private
school so they could instead attend Wilson. We chose Wilson, too.

And so began the march of the years. Another birth. Some family deaths. Sunshine. Power outages. Girl Scout cookies.
Tree climbing. School trips. Playing at the park. Exchange students. Boy Scouts. Graduations. Heading off to college, to
new jobs, to grad school. Coming home for holidays. Making new memories and reminiscing over old ones. When the
kids were young, I loved being close enough for them to walk or bike to Wilson and later to Classen SAS. (What truly
outstanding educations they all received at Wilson and Classen SAS!) My husband loved being close enough to his
downtown office to Rollerblade to work (illegally, it turned out, but that did not stop him!). I have loved being so near
Downtown and Midtown and Paseo and the Plaza. I love being on or near the route of the Memorial Marathon. I love the
old trees. I love the sidewalks.

And I really love the people. We had wonderful neighbors when we moved in. Most of them have moved, but their
replacements are equally delightful. I love the community events in our neighborhood - the picnics and ice cream socials,
the egg hunts and home tours. I love the hospitality and the camaraderie.

And now we are older. Our littles have grown and flown. Retirement is on the not-so-distant horizon. The deferred
maintenance on our old house needs attention.

But first, we are heading to the park with our little grandson, to make some new memories.
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JOIN US AT MESTA FESTA by Justin Brannon and Laura Linville  

The Mesta Park Neighborhood Association is excited to present the 31st Annual Mesta Festa, which will be held
on Sunday, Sept. 27th from 12pm - 6pm at Perle Mesta Park! 

Mesta Festa is free and open to the public, and it will include outdoor activities, yard games, pop-up booths for
shopping, local artists, live music, food trucks, and samplings from many local breweries and restaurants. To enjoy
samples from the participating breweries, restaurants and other vendors, a wristband must be purchased from our
event table. Only those 21 years of age and older with a valid ID may purchase a wristband. Additional items being
sold during the event include our previous years’ Mesta Festa event t-shirts, and some beer vendors will be selling
cans of select beers to enjoy at home! 

Mesta Festa is an integral part of the Mesta Park Neighborhood Association’s annual fundraising efforts. Please
encourage your neighbors, family, and friends to get out and enjoy a day of fun at the park! 

VOLUNTEER AT MESTA FESTA by Julie Watson  

To ensure that Mesta Festa is a success and runs smoothly, we need volunteers for event setup, during the event,
and breakdown. Please go here to sign up for a shift. 

All volunteers will receive a free event t-shirt, and volunteers aged 21 years and older will also receive a wristband
to enjoy the breweries. Please stay tuned to our social media pages for additional details, or visit
www.mestapark.org/mesta-festa/. We can’t wait to see everyone there!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EAAAE2DA7F8C61-65337438-mesta#/
http://www.mestapark.org/mesta-festa/
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Dates to Remember

Mesta Festa
Sunday, September 27th 

Perle Mesta Park
12pm - 6pm

Holiday Home Tour
December 5  & 6th th

1pm - 5pm
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___ $60 check enclosed for my 2026 membership

___ I would also like to donate $______ to help
 maintain Perle Mesta Park and Shartel Blvd.
 (mowing, seasonal leaf removal, tree trimming)

___ I would like to volunteer! Please contact me.

Please make all checks payable to MPNA
 Mesta Park Neighborhood Association
 PO Box 61095
 Oklahoma City, OK 73146

Dear Neighbor,

Mesta Park is a wonderful neighborhood to live in, but WE CANNOT DO IT WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT! To
help our neighborhood continue to thrive, we need your voice and input to share ideas about how we
can continue to improve the beautiful neighborhood that we all call home.

Name(s): __________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

E-Mail: ____________________________________
 Please send me bi-monthly newsletter 
distributions using this e-mail address

THANK YOU to those who renew their membership year after year! If you are not a member: please consider
joining the Mesta Park Neighborhood Association. Dues are just $60 per household each year and help keep
Mesta Park one of the most sought-after residential areas in Oklahoma City. To join or renew, simply return
the form below or register and pay online at www.mestapark.org/membership.

MPNA activities & efforts:
•Easter egg hunt (annually around Easter)
•Picnic & election of officers/directors (annually in June)
•Ice cream social (annually each summer)
•Ongoing support to important local organizations
•Mesta Festa (annually in September)
•Mesta Park Home Tour & cocktail party (annually in December)
•Maintain and improve park and medians
Visit our website (www.mestapark.org) for more information about Mesta Park, upcoming events, and our 
quarterly newsletter. Questions? E-mail us at www.mestapark.org/contact.

Yes! I’d like to join or renew my MPNA membership for 2026.

Where do my dues go? 
•Contribute to the preservation and enhancement of 
our neighborhood and local organizations (such as dues-
funded volleyball court improvements and sprinkler
system installations in 2020)
•Enable the continuation of signature community events
like Mesta Festa and the Mesta Park Home 
Tour
•Provide each member household with one vote at our 
annual meeting to elect our Board of Directors

How much does membership cost? 
$60 annually 

Who is eligible to be a member? 
All residents of Mesta Park
 
Where do I join or renew? 
Using mail-in form below, or online 
with a credit/debit card
 (www.mestapark.org/membership)

FA
Q

All donations are tax deductible!

*Your personal information is strictly for internal 
MPNA use and will never be sold or shared externally
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